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WABC’s Need to Know 
Week of January 13, 2020 

Legislative Preview: 
The 2020 Legislature begins its first day of work today on the short, 60-day legislative session. 
This means an accelerated timeframe for legislators to consider policy bills, and, given that it’s 
an election year as well, we candidly don’t expect adoption of any major policy or fiscal bills. 
Below is a list of the issues we’ll be following and weighing in on during this session; please feel 
free to share this information widely, and don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any specific 
questions. 
 

Children's Educational Savings Accounts  
In conjunction with Representative Kilduff, Senator Liias and the Washington State Budget & 
Policy Center, we’re working to introduce legislation that would create a task force to make 
recommendations to the Legislature on how to establish a statewide Children Educational 
Savings Account program. Stay tuned for more information about hearing dates in the next two 
weeks. 
 

Expanding Retirement Savings Options  
Working with AARP of Washington and the Employment Security Department, we’re once again 
introducing legislation that would expand retirement savings options for working families 
whose employer does not currently offer a retirement savings program. Known as “Secure 
Choice”, this policy is similar to legislation that was adopted in Oregon three years ago. We’ll 
have bills introduced in both the House and Senate in the next two weeks. This legislation is 
particularly impactful for women and people of color, who historically have the lowest level of 
retirement savings, both nationwide and in Washington.  
 

Funding the Working Families Tax Credit  
Legislation to fund the Working Families Tax Credit will be introduced again this year, allowing 
low-and-moderate income families to receive a credit on their sales tax paid to state and local 
governments. Similar to the federal EITC (earned income tax credit), this is a much-needed 
source of funding would provide economic relief to thousands of working families struggling to 
make ends meet. This ability to fund this policy is likely to be contingent on the passage of a 
capital gains tax, which is considered by all to be a significant legislative undertaking. We’ll have 
several opportunities to weigh in throughout the legislative session. Stay tuned for more 
updates.  
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Consumer Protection Legislation: 
Our partners at Statewide Poverty Action Network are again taking the lead on several 
consumer protection bills: 

 
Ensuring Fairness and Transparency in Debt Collection 
As in previous years, we’ll work to ensure consumers have more opportunity and rights related 
to consumer debt. For several years, national debt collection companies have sought to expand 
broad default judgement lawsuits against consumers, which can then lead to wage garnishment 
for individuals. In many cases, the consumer is unaware that the debt is owed before the 
judgement. This issue has been a “hot button” issue with the national debt collectors, who 
we’re told have hired additional lobbyists this session to work on this issue. We’ll continue to 
provide you with information about how to weigh in on behalf of consumers and clients as this 
legislation advances.   
 

“Pay to Pay” Debt Collection 

We’ll continue to oppose legislation that would allow debt collectors to charge a fee for paying 
debt on a credit card. This simply hurts consumers who are trying to pay down debt by 
increasing their costs. Again, stay tuned for more updates.  
 

Events, Trainings & Other “Need to Know” Info: 
Statewide Poverty Action Network “Lobby Day” is January 20th! 
Join SPAN and other committed advocates for the 2020 Lobby Day, “A Vision for Justice in 
Washington”. This is great event to weigh learn about and weigh in on issues of critical 
importance to advancing economic opportunity for Washingtonians. Click here to register: 
SPAN 2020 Lobby Day  
 

Grants Available from the Department of Financial Institutions: 
DFI is now accepting grant applications for projects and programs for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 
The process this year includes a pre-application review option and a grant program manual to 
provide guidance and answers to questions you may have about the process, eligibility and 
more. Click here to find more information about the process: DFI Grants 2020  
 
The 2020 Prosperity Now “Scorecard” Release: January 29, 2020 @ 11:00am PST 
Join our national partner, Prosperity Now, for the release of their “Assets and Opportunities 
Scorecard”. This interactive webinar will feature experts who will discuss the state-and local 
level data for financial assets and income; jobs and employment; housing and homeownership; 
healthcare, and education. This is a GREAT source of information for anyone looking for good 
data about the financial health of their region. Register here to participate in this free webinar: 
Prosperity Now 2020 Scorecard Release 
 
 
 
 

https://povertyaction.org/lobbyday/
https://dfi.wa.gov/financial-education/grants
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2486196303801235469
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Free Training: Overcoming Language Barriers 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Microsoft Store Training Room, Bellevue Square Mall 
 
The Financial Empowerment Network is pleased to present this unique workshop that offers an 
overview of language resources available to provide you with 1) Awareness of resources to 
assist in breaking down language barriers and why it matters; 2) An orientation and 
demonstration of Microsoft Presentation Translator and App that can be used for 
presentations and 1:1 counseling/coaching to best meet the needs of your clients, and 3) 
Strategies for integrating Microsoft Presentation Translator and App into your service delivery. 
Register here for this exciting training: FEN Language Barriers Workshop  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-financial-empowerment-workshop-overcoming-language-barriers-tickets-88601606791

